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SUBJ: PRESIDENT ECHEVERRIA'S VIEWS ON ILLEGAL IMMIGRANT PROBLEM 

THIS MORNING I HAD AN OPPORTUNITY TO TALK BRIEELY WITH 
PRESIDENT ECHEVERRIA. HE RAISED THE QUESTION OE ILLEGAL 
IMMIGRANTS AND SAID THIS WAS OF COURSE A DIEEICULT PROBLEM 
EOR MEXICO. HE NOTED THAT ALMOST ALL OTHER OUTSTANDING 
PROBLEMS BETWEEN MEXICO AND U.S. SUCH AS SALINITY, 

BORDER PROBLEMS, SMUGGLING OF ARTIFACTS ETC. HAD BEEN 
SETTLED BY NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES. HE 
ADDED HOWEVER THAT ILLEGAL IMMIGRANT PROBLEM WAS MORE 
DIEFICULT FOR REASONS THAT ARE WELL KNOWN. HE INDICATED 
HE REALIZED THAT WAS NOT A PROBLEM WHICH COULD BE SETTLED 
BY THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH OE THE U.S. GOVERNMENT ALONE AND 
THAT CONGRESSIONAL ACTION WOULD CERTAINLY BE REQUIRED TO 
OBTAIN ADMISSION OE ANY SUBSTANTIAL ADDITIONAL NUMBERS OF 
MEXICANS INTO THE U*S. IN THIS CONNECTION HE INDICATED 
INTEREST IN DISCUSSING THIS MATTER WITH SENATOR MANSEIELD 
WHENEVER THE LATTER SHOULD COME TO MEXICO IN CONNECTION 
WITH THE NEXT MEETING OE THE INTERPARLIAMENTARY GROUP. 
ECHEVERRIA CONCLUDED THAT HE WAS FULLY AWARE OE ALL OE 
THE DIEEICULTIES OE THIS ISSUE EROM THE U.S. VIEWPOINT 
AND THAT HE DID NOT EXPECT A SPEEDY SETTLEMENT BUT ONLY 
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HOPED THAT BOTH SIDES COULD COME UP WITH SOME IDEAS EOR 
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DISCUSSION IN VIEW OF THE IMPORTANCE OF THE MATTER HERE. 

IN CONCLUSION, ECHEVERRIA SEEMED TO ADOPT A PERFECTLY 
REASONABLE ATTITUDE ON THE ILLEGAL IMMIGRANT QUESTION 
AND DID NOT SEEM TO HAVE ANY ILLUSIONS ABOUT A RAPID 
CONCLUSION THEREOF. 
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